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1 . PLEASE INFORM HOCKE OF ICRC THAT JUDGE WILLIAMS HAS 
DENIED THE CERTIFICATION OF THE CLASS IN THE INDOCHINA 
"BABYLIFT” SUIT, THUS LIMITING THE EFFECT OF THE SUIT TO 
THE THREE CHILDREN NAMED IN THE ORIGINAL ACTION. THE JUDGE 
IS TO DECIDE SOON WHETHER TO ALLOW THE PLAINTIFFS AN 
IMMEDIATE APPEAL OF THIS DECISION. IF HE ALLOWS AN APPEAL, 

THE PLAINTIFFS WILL PROBABLY SEEK AN EARLY RULING BY THE 
COURT OF APPEALS. IF THE JUDGE DOES NOT ALLOW AN INTER- 
LOCUTORY APPEAL, THE PLAINTIFFS COULD STILL APPEAL THIS 
DECISION SUBSEQUENTLY AS PART OF AN OVERALL APPEAL FOLLOWING 
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THE JUDGE'S FINAL RULING IN THE CASE. 
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2. THE BASIS OF THE JUDGE S DECISION IS THAT THE FACTUAL 
AND LEGAL QUESTIONS RAISED BY THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE 
2,000 INDIVIDUAL CHILDREN ARE SO DIVERSE AS TO MAKE IT 
IMPRACTICAL TO ADJUDICATE THE CASES EN MASSE. IF THIS 
DECISION IS SUSTAINED, IT WOULD END THE CLASS ACTION ASPECT 
OF THE SUIT, ALTHOUGH IT WOULD NOT OF ITSELF RESOLVE CASES 
OF CHILDREN WITH INSUFFICIENT DOCUMENTATION TO ESTABLISH 
THEIR ORPHAN STATUS. 

3. WE WISH TO INFORM HOCKE OF THIS DEVELOPMENT AND TO 
REQUEST THAT ICRC CONTINUE ITS EFFORTS TO INVITE PARENTS 

IN VIETNAM WHO DID NOT SIGN VALID RELEASES TO COME FORWARD 
IF THEY WISH FOR PURPOSE OF REUNION WITH THEIR CHILDREN. 

4. ALTHOUGH JUDGE WILLIAMS HAS NOT ISSUED A TRACING PLAN, 
WE WOULD BE GLAD TO HAVE THE ICRC PROCEED IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE PLAN PROPOSED BY THE U.S. ATTORNEY, WHEREBY ICRC 
WOULD INVITE PARENTS TO COME FORWARD THROUGH NOTICES IN 
THE MEDIA IN SVN AND/OR THROUGH CONTACT WITH THE APPROPRI 
ATE AUTHORITIES IN SVN. SINCE THE COURT HAS REJECTED THE 
CLASS ACTION ASPECT OF THE SUIT, WE ARE UNABLE TO FORWARD 
INDIVIDUAL DOSSIERS TO THE ICRC. 

5. WE HOPE THE ICRC WILL PROCEED EXPEDITIOUSLY WITH THIS 
EFFORT, SINCE THE ADOPTIVE FAMILIES IN THE U.S. STRONGLY 
HOPE THAT THE TRACING EFFORT WILL BE COMPLETED SOON SO 
THAT ADOPTIONS CAN BE FINALIZED. WE WOULD HOPE THE ICRC 
COULD REPORT TO US ON THE RESULTS OF ITS EFFORT NO LATER 
THAN JUNE 1, 1976, BY WHICH TIME WE HOPE THAT OTHER ASPECTS 
OF THE BABYLIFT LAWSUIT WILL BE COMPLETED. KISSINGER 
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